CHAPTER  II

AT  SCHOOL

ON a Parisian thoroughfare of stalls and
tenements, at No. 151, Rue Saint-Denis,
exists a down-at-heels structure of six stories, half
of which are utilized by shops. Through a narrow
gate, by way of a dark and greasy corridor, one
finds passage into a squalid quadrangle. On one
of the upper floors Leon Blum was born, April 9,
1872. In the same house his four brothers entered
the world. The district is that ofLes Holies centraUs^
the popular market of the capital ; opposite looms
the church of Saint-Eustache, where in 1793 was
celebrated the Feast of Reason. The head of the
French government in 1872 was Louis-Adolphe
Thiers, Gambetta's " sinister dwarf" and the
" gory midget " of Lenin. About the quarter hung
the breath of La semaine sanglante, May 22-28, 2871,
during which the French army avenged its defeat
by extinguishing the Paris Commune in the blood
of 20,000 working-men, Bismarck having for that
purpose released 130,000 military captives* His
annexation of Alsace drove thousands of loyalists
between 1872 and 1874 to seek refuge in France,
among them a Jewish industrialist of Mulhouse who
arrived in Paris with a son of fifteen named Alfred
Dreyfus ; and a penniless Catholic widower, a
teacher of mathematics, who fled from Altkirch to
Vitry-le-Francois with two children, the younger a
boy called Lucien Herr. When the last German
soldier evacuated France, on September 16, 1873,
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